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1, Sixty truck loads of Zistersdorf-lerkschutz members, about 2,000 ren, some
armed with rifles, aroc to be transported in Soviet~licensed trucks to Vienna
ths mnrnine of 17 Yay 1949 to take part 4in the Corrmnist-inspired demonstra~
tion rlanned for that date. Thess troops will then march from Floridsdor®
(Vienna XX} to Vienma I,

25X1A
2. I 2 indicated that the Central Commitiechas not yet approved

Yerkschutz participation in the demonstration., Although this participatiou/
was discussed 4in a meetin~t on 13 May, no decigion was reached. Comrmnist
leaders FPranz Honner and Dr. Heinrich Duermeyer are ursing participation.

3. The “lerkochutz had rifle practiee in nmid-May at the Zistersdorf range. Tar-
gets allegedly were life-gized carieatures of Figl, Schaexf, Helmer, and Graf.*

4. It is reported that the 10 liay demonstration was poorly handled by the police.

‘ Hewgpaper reports ae fairly accurate, includins an estimate of thirty-five
policeren injured by the croud. The refusal to allow policemen to de’end them-
selves with truncheons or other arms had a very Gamaving effect on police morale.
Host of the 2,000 participating pollcenmen were taken fron srecial ressrve student
police vho are kept on hand at Rossauerlsende barracks as an anti-putsch defense.

"Thoge men are partially trained, reside in btarracks, but are not full-fledped
police. Source feels that the Comrandin- 0fficer, Li. Col. Lohmann, showed bad
leadership and lack of proper decision. 't

25X 1A M Conmant: Paragraphs 1-3 are possibly to e regarded as ruror, but they
are ineluded for whatever value they may have. The prognostication WZSX’IA
is more reasomable, especially in light of the 10 lMay denonstration, wnere the ’
Conmunists rmstered 5,000 denonstrators who are said to have dwindled to 2,500
the moment trouble started. BSxtensive armed viclence hy the Corrunistsis
viewd as unlikely, as 1t seeris nremature until their strength has been furthir
tested and the situation has developed further.

25X1A* I Conuents  Ostar Helmer, Minister of the Imterior, made a public statement
after the deronstration that in the future, police would defend themselves by
all lepally suthorized means, .
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